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School of Policy Studies

The Creation of a Policy Powerhouse: A Brief History

In 1996, the Georgia State University Senate made a
controversial decision to dissolve its College of
Public and Urban Affairs and create a new college in
its place —  the School of Policy Studies.

Proponents said the decision was a good one. Many
believed the academic units and research centers in the
college were mismatched. An adept reorganization
could position the university as a player in urban
affairs as well as in the arena of global policy making.

But opponents —  and the media —  said dissolving the
college was a perplexing move, given Georgia State’s
commitment to urban research. Even more puzzling,
they said, was the position of university President Carl
V. Patton, a city planner and major figure in Atlanta’s
urban affairs. He advocated the change.

But the move paid off. The reinvented school combined
several academic units and research centers, allowing
the School of Policy Studies to organize itself into a
focused policy powerhouse.

Today, the School of Policy Studies’ influence is being
felt worldwide. Faculty members
have counseled domestic institutions and foreign
government leaders in more than two dozen countries
on fiscal, health, environmental and urban issues. In
Atlanta, the school has become the resource leaders
turn to for advice on tackling the toughest issues
affecting the city, state and region.

The school's students combine practical policy
research with classroom instruction. To apply what
they’ve learned, students have access to internships
and graduate assistantships in the school’s research
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centers and with area non-profits and government
agencies. The school taught 4,000 students last year --
its highest enrollment ever.

In the three years since it was formed, the school has secured more than $60
million in external research funding -- proportionally more than any other
college at Georgia State. In 1997, the school won the largest
contract grant in the history of the university —  a
potential $19.6 million from the U.S. government to
develop a new tax code, improve collections and lend
fiscal advice to the Russian government.
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