
2019 GSU MSW Community Project Abstracts 

 

The Fulton County Remembrance Coalition 

 

MSW students: Allison Bantimba, Kayla Duncan, Reyhahn Granger, 

Kera Lamotte, Lydia Russo 

 

Our group worked in partnership with the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) to complete the 

Community Remembrance Projects for Fulton County, which consists of three distinct projects: 

soil collections, historical markers, and claiming Fulton County’s monument from EJI’s National 

Memorial for Peace and Justice. We formed a coalition based in Fulton County, advocated for 

and were allocated $50,000 from the Fulton County Board of Commissioners, hosted two public 

education events in partnership with the Auburn Avenue Research Library on African American 

Culture & History (AARL), and completed 35 community soil collections at the lynching sites of 

Fulton County’s documented victims of racial terror lynching. The public education events 

consisted of a screening of I Am Not Your Negro followed by small, facilitated discussions and a 

panel discussion dedicated to confronting and reconciling with our history of racial terrorism and 

white supremacy; around 100 community members attended each event. Throughout the month 

of April, we held soil collection ceremonies every Saturday morning and had an increased 

community turnout each week. The final unveiling of the 35 jars of soils will be on May 5 at the 

AARL where we hope to have 500 community members in attendance. This project taught us 

grassroots community organizing, leadership, community communications, and financial 

resource development. 

 

Georgia Advocacy Office Training on the Pre-Admission Screening Resident Review 

Process 

 

MSW Students: Christine Clark, Ayaan Forstall, Collins Foster & Deborah Holt 

 

Our group worked with the Georgia Advocacy Office (GAO) to develop and deliver a 70- 

minute training on the Pre-Admission Screening and Resident Review (PASRR) process; 

administer a pre- and post-test, and analyze data to determine if the training improved the level 

of knowledge regarding the PASRR I screening process. The training is to educate hospital 

discharge staff and the GAO agency staff on the correct way to complete the assessment in order 

to divert people with psychiatric disabilities, intellectual and/or developmental disabilities and/or 

related conditions from inappropriate nursing facility placement into home and community-based 

services. Twenty-two people attended the training on Wednesday, March 20, 2019, and reported 

a small increase in knowledge about the PASRR I. This project taught us about the barriers to 

consistency in the proper use of the PASRR I, and that most hospital staff want to honor each 

patient’s request and support community-based care upon discharge. 

 

  



Southerners on New Ground (SONG) End Cash Bail Campaign 

 

MSW Students: Mary Grace Davenport, April Greenberg, 

Aache Harrison, LaKisha Pitts, Cindy Song 

 

Our group partnered with Southerners on New Ground (SONG) on their Free From Fear 

campaign, which included a goal of ending the criminalization of poverty through the use of cash 

bail in the city of Atlanta and greater Fulton County. We assisted SONG in this campaign by 

conducting a needs assessment and creating an asset map, in addition to other deliverables. This 

process included conducting stakeholder interviews, hosting community focus groups, analyzing 

quantitative and qualitative data, and collecting relevant resources. The purpose of the needs 

assessment is for SONG to retain a comprehensive collection of community-based data to 

support further their current campaign efforts and future endeavors that will free communities of 

color from fears associated with the arrest. The asset map will be used to provide community 

members with support services to limit the negative repercussions associated with cash bail and 

pretrial policies. 

 

Seeing Past the DV Drama, Focusing on Preventing Trauma: Creating a Trauma-Informed 

Care Approach to Domestic Violence for Law Enforcement 

 

MSW Students: Ashley Blocker, MA; Michele D. Hammond; Amber McKeen, MPH; Carol 

“Grace” Paulsen; and Mary Catherine Pelham 

 

MSW students from Georgia State University, in partnership with the United Way of Greater 

Atlanta (UWGA) Homelessness Initiative, created a trauma-informed, victim-centered domestic 

violence (DV) workshop for law enforcement. We conducted interviews, surveys, and 

observations to increase our knowledge related to DV services, allowing us to tailor the 

workshop we created for law enforcement. Additionally, we secured a psychometrically valid 

tool to measure the training’s effectiveness. This workshop was presented to and approved by 

UWGA. The major outcome our group had was creating a workshop that can be easily replicated 

by UWGA’s training staff, which can lead to long term improvements in law enforcement 

engagement with DV survivors. This project has the potential for improved positive impact on 

DV victims/survivors in the metro Atlanta area. We learned that community collaboration is key 

for the purposes of information gathering, information sharing, and in the development of a 

successful product. 

 

United Way Kids Home Initiative 

 

MSW students: Sierra Buffington, Dayna Garrett, Allahni Jefferson, Yerre’Elle Patton, Salihah 

Priester 

Our group worked with United Way, to complete their inaugural program evaluation of the Kids 

Home Initiative, to determine the impact the program has on the communities they serve. We 

researched the impact family homelessness has on children's performance and success in school. 

Our project sponsor provided us with contact information of potential participants for our 

evaluation, whom we began contacting to conduct phone interviews to complete our survey. We 

surveyed a sample size of 50, who were past and present participants of the Kids Home Initiative 



program. We then analyzed data and identified trends, organizing them into charts and graphs.  

We presented our findings and suggestions to Dr. Brooks and our cohort, as well as our project 

sponsor. From completing the evaluation, we were able to determine that the Kids Home 

Initiative achieved their goals of "more families financially stable and living without heavy cost 

burden" and of having "fewer children in poverty." From this program evaluation, we learned the 

importance of housing stability and the impact it has on children's school performance. 

 

Foreverfamily 

 

MSW students: Shikha Desai, Talent Kuadey, Dondrika Langston, Lindsay Pacer, Joné Sagoes, 

LaNaarai Wilder  

 

Our group worked with Foreverfamily to address the adversity that children with incarcerated 

parents face and introduce interventions to improve how they help these families. We worked to 

improve Foreverfamily’s efforts by introducing a fundraising campaign, providing 

recommendations for their Family Visitation Program (FVP), enhancing their online presence, 

and assisting them with their letter writing campaign on Justice Day. We were able to launch our 

fundraiser, Family Connect, on March 28th and raised $120 by April 18th! We accompanied 

Foreverfamily on their March 9th family visit and conducted two successful focus groups with 

the youth that led to our recommendations for their Family Visitation Program. We assisted 

Foreverfamily on Justice Day in which we were able to collect over 100 letters for the children to 

read as they traveled to visit their parent. At the end, we were able to leave Foreverfamily with 

an enhanced website and a video showcasing all that they do. This project taught us skills and 

lessons in relation to financial development, leadership and management, research, and 

community communications. 

 

 

 Through Their Eyes 

 

MSW Students: Deadrea Miller, Simone Smith, Lakeiya Powell & Joan Rowe 

 

         Georgia State University (GSU) Students, Deadrea Miller, Simone Smith, Lakeiya Powell, 

and Joan Rowe collaborated with Habitat for Humanity International Aging in Place program 

which provides seniors 65 years and older with programs and services that allow them to live 

safely in their homes and communities, enabling them to age with dignity and a sense of 

independence. The primary goal was to bring awareness to the community about the resources 

and services provided by Habitat of Humanity Aging in Place program. The team interviewed 

four Habitat for Humanity International staff, three affiliate locations and six homeowners who 

were recipients of the home repairs for storytelling purposes. An infographic and a state and 

national clearinghouse resource database were created to increase ease of access to resources and 

services for the elderly. The Georgia State University students participated in the Habitat 

International Affiliate Conference and met with the National Aging in Place Council (NAIPC) to 

do a 15-minute project presentation. The NAIPC is piloting a certified social work/gerontology 

program and offered the GSU students an opportunity to participate. Program effectiveness was 

assessed through homeowner surveys. It was discovered that all participants were satisfied and 

would recommend the program to others. The importance of Habitat’s $15 billion brand was 



revealed through their interconnected systems and levels of approval which contributed to our 

inability to meet specific objectives. 

 

Mind Bubble 

 

MSW Students: Bridgett Hitchings, Kyra Jones, Calvin Orr II, Deja Richards, Tyeisha Williams 

 

Our group worked with Mind Bubble to host their monthly workshop for April. We presented 

Mind Bubble with the idea of a youth empowerment conference. After approval from Mind 

Bubble’s board, we planned and executed the entire youth empowerment conference, called 

EMPWR ATL. EMPWR ATL was a conference with a two-generational approach, to empower 

youth and educate parents in Atlanta through workshops and fun. Our group implemented 

engagement, recruitment, and sponsorship efforts to bring participants and raise funds for the 

conference. EMPWR ATL was a success! We had a total of 45 parent and student participants 

who indicated on our survey how much they enjoyed the workshops and activities. We were able 

to create community partnerships, build relationships, and increase overall engagement for Mind 

Bubble. We hope EMPWR ATL will increase their weekly tutoring sessions and monthly 

workshop participation. We learned the importance of time and how community partnerships 

affect the outcomes of any project. 

 

Maynard Holbrook Jackson High School: Sunshine Closet 

 

 Students: Lindsey Roth, Cat Joseph, Catherine Weisz, Mimi English, Tracey Carruthers  

 

Our group worked with the Maynard Holbrook Jackson High School Sunshine Closet—a 

resource closet for students with food and financial insecurities. We assisted the school social 

worker, administration, and PTA leaders by initially conducting a needs assessment of freshmen, 

sophomore and junior students to more efficiently identify partners and sustain the closet. 

Considering our individual skill sets, we divided our six-member group into smaller teams to 

accomplish each goal: a results analysis team, a visioning team, a social media/database team, a 

fundraising team, a grant writing team, as well as a team focused on the physical organization of 

the closet.  Throughout this project, we learned the value of nonprofit status, the importance of a 

directory guide, as well as the need for parent and teacher involvement. 

 

Resource for Food Service Workers 

 

MSW students: Taylor Cline, Tenia Bradley, Heather Fox, Ricki Davis, Jessie E Salters, Nasra 

Mirreh 

 

Our group worked with the Giving Kitchen (GK), a nonprofit organization that provides 

emergency assistance to food service workers through financial support and a network of 

community resources. The primary goal of the project is to raise awareness of GK in areas  

around metro Atlanta where they receive the fewest applications with the ultimate goal of 

increasing GK applications in these underserved areas. The group came together with GK and 

agreed on the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The group completed education and 

outreach training related to the mission and goal of GK during week one. Members conducted 



on-site visits during weeks 2-5. The group was successful in raising the awareness of GK’s 

services to over 200 restaurants. The majority of restaurants visited had no previous knowledge 

of GK or the services provided. Major lesson learned, “don’t make site visits during lunch time.” 

 

Boys and Girls Club Alliance Final Paper 

 

By: Paigean Jones, Latoya Terry, Tamika Wilcox, Shanise Wooten, Meredith Youngblood 

 

Our group worked with project sponsor, Kelli Brownlow, of the Boys and Girls Club Alliance on 

their initiative to address resources and funding gaps for clubs in rural Georgia. Together we 

created an excel spreadsheet containing data, resources, and funders for 49 plus, rural counties. 

The data collected represented BGCA’s strategic plan to focus on three of the following domains  

among BGC youth, academic achievement, character & leadership, and healthy physical and 

emotional choices. In February, we met with Ms. Brownlow to show a sample of the data matrix 

created in Excel to ensure we were on the right track. The project outcome resulted in massive 

data collection on social trends for BGCA youth across rural Georgia. Another outcome was a 

list of potential funders for BGC clubs and programs. Our project taught us that, rural areas have 

access to limited resources to address social issues BGC youth are facing such as rising STI 

rates, increases in single parenting homes and poverty rates. 

 

GSU-Georgia WAND Environmental (In)Justice Collaboration 

 

MSW student members (alphabetically by last name): Hallie Andrews, Paulina Demetriou, 

Charlyn Green, Amanda Gutwirth, Meredith Parrott, and Leanna Usher  

 

Our group collaborated with Georgia WAND to explore the environmental and epidemiological 

impact the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant (a nuclear energy facility) and a nuclear weapons 

complex have had and continue to have on the land and residents of Burke County, Georgia. The 

overall goal was to contribute to GA WAND’s ability to mobilize action on this issue. Our 

activities included fact-checking a mortality report; reading relevant literature and writing up a 

literature review; creating graphs, bar charts, infographics, and other media that provided visual 

explanations of the quantitative and qualitative data we collected; interviewing current and 

former residents; visiting Plant Vogtle, Shell Bluff, and Waynesboro to get a firsthand feel for 

the area; and designing a focus group for GA WAND to implement at a later date. The outcome 

of the project is that GA WAND now has more tools and educational materials to begin 

promoting further Burke County community-based participation in harm-reduction activities. As 

we elaborate on later in the paper, the most compelling lesson we learned from this project is just 

how vital community-based participatory research is, especially in communities made up of 

individuals who are culturally, environmentally, and institutionally victimized or marginalized 

and who thus most need to be heard. 


