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PMAP 8010: Social Policy 
Spring 2020 

Classroom South 107 
Wednesdays, 7:15-9:45 pm 

 
Dr. K. Jurée Capers 
kcapers@gsu.edu 
(404)413-0118 
Room 327 Andrew Young School of Policy Studies 
Office Hours: Mondays, 3:30-5:30 pm and by appointment 
 
Course Description 
PMAP 8010 serves as a broad introduction to social policy in the United States. The course focuses 
on the theoretical, ideological and practical explanations of policy problems and alternative social 
policy choices, and delves into specialized topics in the contemporary social policy discourse, 
including education, poverty and welfare, health, and crime. The course readings include journal 
articles, selected book chapters, and other published work. 
 
Learning Objectives and Outcomes 
In this course, students will: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the theoretical and practical principles of social policy in 
the United States.  

• Develop an understanding of the relationships among political institutions and societal 
norms and ideals in shaping social policy decisions. 

• Enhance professional and research writing skills.  
 

Required Texts:  
Kingdon, J.A. 1984. Agendas, Alternatives, and Public Policies. New York: Longman Press.  
Wilson, W.J. 1987. The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the Underclass and Public Policy. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  
 
Suggested Texts:  
Stone, D. 2012. The Policy Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making 3rd ed. New York: W.W. 
Norton & Company, Inc. 
 

Policies 

Class Attendance and Participation  
Class attendance and participation will count for 15 percent of your final grade. One class can be 
missed without penalty, but additionally missed sessions will be documented and deducted. 
Continual tardiness to class or early departures from class will also result in deductions from the 
final grade. Inattentiveness, inadequate preparation, and/or disruptive behavior in class will be 
penalized and reflected in the final grade as well. As a general rule, there are no exceptions to the 
attendance requirement; however, exceptions may be granted for a catastrophic event or illness 
with documentation.  
 
Late Assignments 
Assignments submitted to the professor after they have been collected in class or after stated 
deadlines will be counted as late.  Late assignments must be hand delivered to the professor. 
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Turning in assignments late will result in a full letter grade deduction and a 3-point deduction for 
each additional day. No assignment will be accepted one week beyond the indicated deadline. Late 
assignments are subjected to delayed grading 
 
Make-Up Exams 
In general, make-up exams will only be allowed under emergency circumstances with proper 
documentation.  
 
Class Etiquette 
To make this course enjoyable for everyone, cell phone ringers and other devices should be turned 
off. Text messaging, emailing, and surfing the web are prohibited in class. If it appears that 
members of the class are using computers or tablets for purposes outside of note taking, the 
instructor reserves the right to ask students to take notes by hand. 
 
In this course, we will be discussing a host of social issues that are sensitive and often 
controversial.  Our individual experiences and backgrounds provide us all with a valuable 
point of reference from which to being our exploration of the concepts and topics. No one 
has a monopoly on social issues or concepts; therefore, no one’s point of reference is more or 
less legitimate than anyone else’s reference point. Every substantive contribution to class 
discussion is considered invaluable and will not be censored. However, contributions that 
are not deemed substantive or are distractive in nature will not be tolerated. Students are 
expected to be respectable to the professor and peers. Students may have strong opinions on 
topics and classroom discussion can be lively; the professor encourages students to voice 
their opinions and views in a courteous manner.  
 
Tips for Maintaining Proper Discussion Etiquette 
 
1. Listen attentively. The purpose of this course is to present and discuss different ideas. In order 
to reap the benefits of such an exchange, you must be willing to pay attention to what others have 
to say. 
2. Think before you speak. Refrain from making broad, general, and/or unsubstantiated 
comments. Make sure that you use evidence and provide a rationale for your statements. 
3. Maintain the dignity of the academic environment. Your ideas should be presented using 
Standard English. 
4. Raise your hand. This helps to maintain order in the classroom and helps to ensure that 
everyone has a chance to talk.  
5. Be courteous. Refrain from interrupting or engaging in private conversation while others are 
speaking. Also, limit disruptive behavior such as personal grooming cell phone use, etc. 
 
Email 
The instructor will periodically communicate with students through the campus email system; 
therefore, students are responsible for checking their campus assigned email account regularly. 
Additionally, students may communicate with the instructor through this system.  Please allow 48 
hours before sending follow up emails. Emails sent through ICollege may experience a delayed 
response.  
 
Plagiarism, Academic Honesty or Cheating 
The Georgia State University Handbook defines plagiarism as follows:  
 Plagiarism is presenting another person’s work as one’s own. Plagiarism includes any 

paraphrasing or summarizing of the works of another person without acknowledgement, 
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including the summarizing of another student’s work as one’s own. Plagiarism frequently 
involves a failure to acknowledge in the text, notes, or footnotes the quotation of the 
paragraphs, sentences, or even a few phrases written or spoken by someone else. The 
submission of research or completed papers or projects by someone else is plagiarism, as is 
the unacknowledged use of research sources gathered by someone else when that use is 
specifically forbidden by the faculty member. Failure to indicate the extent and nature of 
one’s reliance on other sources is also a form of plagiarism. It is also plagiarism to reuse 
material you prepared for different courses in the same program. The student is responsible 
for understanding the legitimate use of sources, the appropriate ways of acknowledging 
academic, scholarly or creative indebtedness, and the consequences of violating this 
responsibility.  

 
In this course, plagiarism and academic dishonesty will include the following:  

• Reusing material developed for other courses to meet writing assignments in the current 
course. 

• Collaborating with other students or outside consultants (i.e. professional editor) for 
writing assignments without permission or prompting. 

• Copying information or ideas from a book, article, or website without proper credit to the 
author. 

Plagiarism and academic dishonesty in any form will face disciplinary action that could result in 
receiving a “F” in the course, suspension, or even expulsion from the university.  
 
More information about the GSU Academic Honesty Policy (Section 409) can be found here: 
http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwfhb/fhb.html. Students may also find information on the policy in the 
undergraduate catalog.  
 
Course Materials/Copyright Statement  
The handouts used in this course—including but not limited to syllabi, quizzes, exams, and in class 
materials generated for the course are copyrighted. You do not have permission or the right to copy 
the handouts unless I expressly grant you permission.  
 
Grading Policy: The following point system will be used to calculate final grade. Incomplete grades 
will only be given for nonacademic reasons when advance arrangements have been made. Please let 
the professor know as soon as you see a problem developing. The professor reserves the right to 
require documentation and proof of the need for an incomplete before agreeing to apply the “I” 
grade; the right to assign different and/or additional course requirements; the right to impose a 
grade penalty for an incomplete in the course. Students should familiarize themselves with the GSU 
Withdrawal Policies, Section 401.05.  

Last day to withdraw from full semester classes: March 3, 2020. 

94-100 A                        77-79 C+  
90-93 A-                         73-76 C  
87-89 B+                        70-72 C-  
83-86 B                           60-69 D  
80-82 B-                          <60  

Resources 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement   

http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwfhb/fhb.html
http://catalog.gsu.edu/undergraduate20132014/university-academic-regulations/#academic-honesty
http://catalog.gsu.edu/undergraduate20132014/university-academic-regulations/#academic-honesty
http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwfhb/fhb.html
http://www2.gsu.edu/~wwwfhb/fhb.html
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Students with disabilities, requiring special accommodation must self identify and need to be 
registered with the Office of Disability Services (404-651-1487) for the instructor to modify 
instruction or expectation. Students may only be accommodated upon issuance by the Office of 
Disability Services of a signed Accommodation Plan and are responsible for providing a copy of the 
plan to the professor and all other courses in which an accommodation is sought.  
 
PMAP Career Services and Community Network 
The Department of Public Management and Policy (PMAP) provides career support services to all 
current PMAP students and alumni. To examine what PMAP offers to its students regarding career 
development, visit: PMAP Career Services.  Students are encouraged to arrange an individualized 
appointment with Colleen Perry, Andrew Young School Director of Career Services, by emailing her 
at: cperry25@gsu.edu. Her office is located in room 49B on the Ground Floor of the Andrew Young 
School.  
 
GSU Writing Studio 
The GSU Writing Studio located in room 2420 at 25 Park Place Building (across from Woodruff 
Park). It is a great place to talk about writing, learn about writing, and improve your writing. The 
central mission of the Studio is to “enhance undergraduate and graduate student writing by 
encouraging all writers to participate in regular conversation about the writing process and their 
academic work1.” As a GSU student, the Writing Studio is a free resource to you. The Studio provides 
one-on-one assistance to students on rhetoric, composition, and academic genre conventions. 
Extensive assistance on non-content related writing issues should be directed to the Writing Studio. 
For more information on the Writing Studio, visit GSU Writing Studio.  
 
Title IX 
Title IX makes it clear that violence and harassment based on sex and gender are Civil Rights 
offenses subject to the same kinds of accountability and the same kinds of support applied to 
offenses against other protected categories such as race, national origin, etc. If you or someone you 
know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find appropriate resources at the Office of 
Opportunity Development and Diversity Education Planning. 
 
Sexual misconduct may be disclosed confidentially by students at the following locations:  

o Georgia State University Counseling and Testing Center, Suite 200, 75 Piedmont Ave., NE, 
404-413-1640.  

o Georgia State University Student Health Clinic, Suite D, 141 Piedmont Ave., NE, 404-413-
1950. 

o Georgia State University Student Victim Assistance Services, Suite 239, 75 Piedmont Ave., 
NE, 404-413-1965. 

 
Embark Network 
The Embark Network at Georgia State University provides assistance to students experiencing 
homelessness or the foster care system. This network, run through the Dean of Students Office, 
connects these students to on and off campus resources for assistance with food insecurity, 
housing, and other services. More information can be found by calling the Dean of Students office at 
404-413-1515 or going to the website: http://deanofstudents.gsu.edu/student-
assistance/embark/. 

GSU Virtual Private Network (VPN) 

                                                           
1 http://writingstudio.gsu.edu/writingstudioservices/.  

https://aysps.gsu.edu/career
mailto:cperry25@gsu.edu
http://writingstudio.gsu.edu/
http://odaa.gsu.edu/title-ix/
http://odaa.gsu.edu/title-ix/
http://deanofstudents.gsu.edu/student-assistance/embark/
http://deanofstudents.gsu.edu/student-assistance/embark/
http://writingstudio.gsu.edu/writingstudioservices/
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A Virtual Private Network (VPN) is a useful tool to connect to the university network while off-
campus. It allows students to access the library, its databases, and a host of other technical 
resources within the campus network. Using the VPN is the easiest way to find required readings 
while off campus. More information on the network and how to download and install it can be 
found on the Technology Services website: https://technology.gsu.edu/technology-services/it-
services/security/virtual-private-network/.  
 
Course Evaluation  
Your constructive assessment of this course plays an indispensable role in shaping education at 
GSU. Upon completing the course, please take time to fill out the online course evaluation. 
 
 

Assignments 

Writing Assignments: (25% of total grade) Students will write weekly short papers (2 pages 
max) on the reading assigned for the week. Papers should be formatted in 12point, Times New 
Roman font, double spaced, with one inch margins. Not following the formatting requirements will 
result in points being deducted from the assignment. Papers should be submitted on iCollege 
before 8:00am on the day of class. 

• Week 2-4: Students will write discussion papers summarizing and critiquing the major 
themes and theories of the assigned readings. The paper should include a discussion of the 
arguments presented in the reading, a critique of the theories, and a minimum of three 
questions to advance, improve, or challenge the readings.  

• Week 5-14: Students will write mini policy briefs discussing the social policy topic of the 
week.  Briefs should include a summary of the policy(s); explanations of the policy issue 
offered in the readings and their substantive importance, a theoretical argument supporting 
or critiquing the explanations and at least three policy recommendations or considerations.  

Policy Research Project: (35% of total grade) Students are required to conduct an original group 
research project on a social policy problem. Students will self-select into groups of three or four, 
depending on the final enrollment in the course, and work together to choose a social policy topic. 
The research project has three components. Written components should be submitted on ICollege 
on or before the noted due date.  

• Research Proposal: (5% of total grade) First, groups will write a brief (2-4 pages) 
research design or proposal, outlining the nature of their social policy problem. The design 
should introduce the research question related to the policy issue being addressed; provide 
a short history of the policy and supporting literature demonstrating how others have 
approached the issue or question; include the group’s stance, explanation, and proposed 
solution to the social policy problem. This design will serve as an outline for the second 
component.  Due February 19, 2020, 11:59pm.  
 

• Research Paper Outline (5% of total grade) Students will submit a detailed outline of 
their research paper. The outline should include the major sections of the report—research 
question, history, literature overview, stance, and recommendation—as well as appropriate 
subheadings. Each heading and subheading requires a brief statement (1-4 sentences) 
explaining the content of the section.   Due March 25, 2020, 11:59pm. 
 

https://technology.gsu.edu/technology-services/it-services/security/virtual-private-network/
https://technology.gsu.edu/technology-services/it-services/security/virtual-private-network/
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• Policy Report: (15% of total grade) Third, each group of students will write a paper that 
expands the research proposal. The paper poses a research question about a policy problem 
and the development of the policy problem; it discusses how the policy problem has been 
approached by others in the literature, including critics. The paper provides a critical 
analysis of policy choices related to problem with supporting theories or evidence, and 
makes a set of policy recommendations. The paper must be between 15 and 25 pages in 
length (double-spaced), including proper citations and references. Due April 22, 2020, 
11:59pm.  
 
 

• Presentation: (5% of total grade) Fourth, students will complete a presentation of the 
research findings. Student groups will be randomly assigned to present during the final 
three weeks of the course. Presentations must be no more than 15 minutes in length plus 5 
minutes to address questions from fellow students. Each group must prepare Powerpoint 
slides (or equivalent) that outline the presentation. Powerpoints should be submitted to the 
instructor before or immediately after the presentation. Late penalty policy will be applied 
to any Powerpoint submitted 24 hours after in-class presentation. Student groups will be 
assessed on the content and clarity of their presentations, their degree of professionalism 
and ability to communicate effectively with the instructor and classmates. Due April 22, 
2020 or April 29, 2020. 
 

• Peer Evaluation (5 % of total grade): The final component is a peer evaluation. Each 
student will rate and discuss their teammates’ contribution to the policy report and 
presentation. Due April 29, 2020. 

Final Assessment: (25% of total grade) – The final course requirement is a comprehensive final 
assessment. Due April 29, 2020, 7:00-9:30pm, in class.  

 
 

Course Outline and Schedule2 

 Week Topic Readings Assignment 
1 Introduction: What 

Is Social Policy? 
 Review Syllabus 

2 Theories of Public 
Policy 

• Kingdon, J.W. 1984. Agenda, Alternatives, and Public Policies. READ. 
Chapter 1; Chapter 4—pgs. 77-86. REVIEW Chapter 5-8. 

• Mintrom, Michael and Sandra Vergari. 1996. "Advocacy Coalitions, 
Policy Entrepreneurs and Policy Change." Policy Studies Journal 24:420-
38.  

• Lindblom, Charles. 1959. "The Science of Muddling Through," Public 
Administration Review; XIX: 79-88  

Weekly Response 
Due 

3 Politics of Social 
Policy I 

• Stone, D. 2012. The Policy Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making 
3rd.  READ Chps. 1-2; REVIEW Chapter 3** 

 

                                                           
2 The course syllabus provides a general plan for the course; deviations may be necessary.  Students will be 
alerted of any changes.  
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• Crotty, J.N. and Sean Nicholson-Crotty. 2004. “Social Construction and 
Policy Implementation: Inmate Health as a Public Health Issue.” Social 
Science Quarterly 85(2): 241-256 

4  Politics of Social 
Policy II 

• Suzanne Mettler. 2010. "Reconstituting the Submerged State: The 
Challenges of Social Policy Reform in the Obama Era." Perspectives on 
Politics. 8(3): 803-824.  

• Wilson, W.J. 1987. The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the 
Underclass and Public Policy.  Chapters 5-6.  

• Tesler, Michael. 2012. “The Spillover of Racialization into Health Care: 
How President Obama Polarized Public Opinion by Racial Attitudes and 
Race.” American Journal of Political Science, 56(3):690-704. 

Weekly Response 
Due 

5 Education Policy • Roch, C.H., David W. Pitts, and Ignacio Navarro. 2010. “Representative 
Bureaucracy and Policy Tools: Ethnicity, School Discipline, and 
Representation in Public Schools.” Administration and Society 42(Mar.): 
38-65. 

• Whitehurst, G.J. 2012. “Let the Dollars Follow the Child. Education Next 
12(2): 9-15.** 

• Ryabov, I. and Jennifer Van Hook. 2007. “School Segregation and the 
Academic Achievement among Hispanic Children.” Social Science 
Research 36(June): 767-788. 

• Ahn, T. and Jacob Vigdor. 2013. “Were all those Standardized Tests for 
Nothing: The Lessons of No Child Left Behind.” American Enterprise 
Institute. http://www.aei.org/files/2013/05/17/-vigdor-and-ahn-nclb-
sanctions-paper_15005080098.pdf.  ** 

Weekly Response 
Due 

 
 

6 Education Policy—
Higher Education 

 

• Heller, D.E. 1999. “The Effect of Tuition and State Financial Aid on Public 
College Enrollment.” The Review of Higher Education 23(1): 65-89.** 

• Alon, S. and Marta Tienda. 2005. Assessing the “Mismatch” Hypothesis: 
Differences in College Graduation Rates by Institutional Selectivity.” 
Sociology of Education 78(Oct.): 294-315.  

• Bowen, W.G., Matthew M. Chingos, Kelly A. Lack, and Thomas I. Nygren. 
2012. “Interactive Learning Online at Public Universities: Evidence from 
Randomized Trials.” ITHAKA S+R. ** 

•  Bettinger, E.P., Lindsay Fox, Susanna Loeb, and Eric Taylor. 2017. 
“Virtual Classrooms: How Online College Courses Affect Student 

Success.” American Economic Review 107(9): 2855-2875. 

Policy Proposal 
Due 

7 Writing Workshop: In-Class Group Meetings on Policy Proposals 
 

8 Health Policy I:  
Health Disparity 

Determinants 

• Rauh, V.A., Ginger L. Chew and Robin S. Garfinkel. 2002. “Deteriorated 
Housing Contributes to High Cockroach Allergen Levels in Inner-City 
Households.” Environmental Health Perspectives 110 (Supplement 2): 
323-327.** 

•   Hatzenbuehler, M.L., Conall O’Cleirigh, Chris Grasso, Kenneth Mayer, 
Steven Safren, and Judith Bradford.” 2012. “Effect of Same-Sex Marriage 
Laws on Health Care Use and Expenditures in Sexual Minority Men: A 
Quasi-Natural Experiment.” American Journal of Public Health 102(2): 
285-291.** 

•  Coyne, C.A., Cristina Demian-Popescu, and Dana Friend. 2006. “Social 
and Cultural Factors Influencing Health in Southern West Virginia: A 
Qualitative Study.” Preventing Chronic Diseases: Public Health Research, 
Practice, and Policy 3(4): 1-8. ** 

 
 

9 Health Policy II: 
Health Care Reforms 

• Zhu and Thomas. 2013. “School Based Obesity Policy, Social Capital, and 
Gender Differences in Weight-Control Behaviors.” American Journal of 
Public Health. 103(6): 1067-1073. 

Weekly Response 
Due 

http://www.aei.org/files/2013/05/17/-vigdor-and-ahn-nclb-sanctions-paper_15005080098.pdf
http://www.aei.org/files/2013/05/17/-vigdor-and-ahn-nclb-sanctions-paper_15005080098.pdf
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• Wright-Gustafsson, E. and Onno Schellekens. 2013. “Achieving Universal 
Health Coverage in Nigeria One State at a Time: A Public-Private 
Partnership Community-Based Health Insurance Model.” ** 

• Patrick, S.W., Carrie E. Fry, Timothy F. Jones, and Melinda B. Buntin. 
2016. “Implementation of Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs 
Associated with Reduction in Opioid-Related Death Rates.” Health 
Affairs 35(7): 1324-1332.** 

10 SPRING BREAK 
NO CLASS 

11 Inequality and 
Poverty 

 

• Rector and Sheffield. 2011. “Air Conditioning, Cable TV and an Xbox: 
What Is Poverty in the US Today?”** 

• Raphael, S. and Micheal A. Stoll. 2010. “Job Sprawl and the 
Suburbanization of Poverty.” Metropolitan Policy Program at Brookings. 
** 

• Robert C. Lieberman. 2011. "Why the Rich are Getting Richer: American 
Politics and the Second Gilded Age."[Review Essay on J. Hacker and P. 
Pierson, Winner Take All Politics.] Foreign Affairs. Jan/Feb. 

• Thomas W. Volscho and Nathan J. Kelly. 2012. "The Rise of the Super-
Rich: Power Resources, Taxes, Financial Markets, and the Dynamics of 
the Top 1 Percent, 1949-2008." American Sociological Review. 77(5) 
679-699. 

 
Weekly Response 

Due 
 

Policy Outline 
Due 

12 Poverty and Welfare • Wilson, W.J. 1987. The Truly Disadvantaged: The Inner City, the 
Underclass and Public Policy.  Chapters 2-3. 

• Lichtenwalter, S. 2005. “Gender Poverty Disparity in US Cities: Evidence 
Exonerating Female-Headed Families.” Journal of Sociology and Social 
Welfare 32(2): 75-96. ** 

• Ozawa, M. N. and Hong-Sik Yoon. 2005. “’Leavers’ from TANF and AFDC: 
How Do They Fare Economically?” Social Work 50(3):239-249. 

 
 

13 Drugs and Law 
Enforcement 

 

•  Sevigny, Eric L., Harold A. Pollack, and Peter Reuter. (2013). Can Drug 
Courts Help to Reduce Prison and Jail Populations? The Annals of the 
American Academy of Political and Social Science 647(1): 190-212.  

•  Caulkins, Jonathan P. and Eric L. Sevigny. (2005). How Many People 
Does the U.S. Imprison for Drug Use, and Who Are They? Contemporary 
Drug Problems 32(3): 405-428. 

•  Horwitz, B. 2015. “A Change in the Approach to the Drug Problem in the 
Americas.” In New Approaches to Drug Policies: A Time for Change. Eds, 
Rosen, J.D. and Marten W. Brienen. Chapter 11. (Ebook).** 

 

14 Crime and 
Incarceration  

 

• Kearney, M.S., Benjamin H. Harris, Elisa Jácome, and Lucie Parker. 2014. 
“Ten Economic Facts about Crime and Incarceration in the United 
States.” The Hamilton Project. ** 

• Smith. 2004. “The Politics of Punishment: Evaluating Political 
Explanations of Incarceration Rates.” Journal of Politics 66 (August):925-
938. 

▪ Beckett, K., and Heather Evans. 2015. “Crimmigration at the Local Level: 
Criminal Justice Processes in the Shadow of Deportation.” Law & Society 
Review 49(1): 241-277. ** 

Weekly Response 
Due 

15 Presentations/ 
Catch Up and Course 

Wrap Up 

No Readings  Policy Project 
Due 

16 Presentations & 
Final Assessment 

Submission  

FINAL ASSESSMENT 
 Take Home Exam Due 

Wednesday, April 29, 2020, 7:00-9:30 pm 

 

**Article or report found on ICollege page.  
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